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these two states. The pact was put into force as of the date
of its signature, without awaiting ratification (which, how-
ever, has been since accomplished) and was followed imme-
diately by military consultations and the extension of large
credits by the Western Allies to Turkey.
Judging from the reactions of the controlled German and
Soviet press, the tripartite mutual assistance pact was not
well received in Berlin and Moscow. The stipulation in the
pact that it is not directed against any state and would be
operative only in case of aggression, was given no credence
by Germany and Soviet Russia. The saving clause in Proto-
col No. 2, exempting Turkey from action involving her in
hostilities with Soviet Russia and the assertion of continued
Turko-Soviet friendship by members of the Turkish Gov-
ernment, does not seem to have offset the Kremlin's disap-
pointment over its failure to bring Turkey in line with the
reincarnated imperial ambitions of the Soviet. Italy, techni-
cally linked with the axis powers, was cautious in expressing
her reaction to the pact, although she probably should not
rejoice over the advantage gained by the democratic powers.
On the other hand, if Italy is more sincere in her professed
anti-comintern policy than her partner in the Rome-Berlin
axis proved to be, she probably regards as a gain the check
on Russian ambitions in the Balkans which the pact doubt-
less imposed.
For the saving clause of Protocol No. 2 does not mean
that Turkey will remain necessarily inactive, irrespective
of Russia's conduct. True, she is not compelled to take
action involving her in hostilities with Soviet Russia, In
terms of practical politics, this means that even though war
should break out between the Western Allies and the Soviet,
Turkey is under no obligation to close the Straits against